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Contamination on Alberta Avenue 
Recent discovery exposes environmental report buried for four years

The fencing remains up around the Alberta Cycle Building site after workers 

smelled chemical odors and halted the excavation of the basement foundation. 

Across the street at the AACL building, air-testing has been completed but results 

are still pending, to determine the extent of contamination in their parking lot.
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Darren Boisvert   

The demolition and exca-
vation of the Alberta Cycle 
Building site (91st Street and 
118th Ave) was halted in 
the beginning of December 
when Revlyn Demolition and 
Recycling work crews on-site 
detected a strong smell when 
digging up the basement foun-
dation. City officials said Revlyn 
followed the proper protocols 
and contacted Community 
Services who then informed 
Alberta Environment. 

According to Terry 
Bohaichuk, Project Officer with 
Community Services, there is no 
health risk to the public. “There 
is no concern of aeration (of the 
contaminants). Our environ-
mental consultant would have 
notified us if there was an envi-
ronmental health risk.”

Soil samples from the dig site 
and around the lot were anal-
ysed and the only contamina-

tion found was localized to the 
dig area. Remediation is moving 
at a brisk pace. A specialized 
contractor has been identified 
and soil removal and clay back-
filling will take place in time for 
the site to be partially usable by 
the public this summer.

“Trying to pinpoint where 
contamination can start is very 
hard to do,” said Al Cameron, 
A/Director, Civic Project 
Delivery, Community Services. 
“It’s not as if our site has con-
taminated the outer region...
if anything the rest of the area 
contaminated our site. If we 
know where the contamination 
is, we will deal with it.”

However, a likely contami-
nation area was identified in 
a Phase II Environmental Site 
Assessment (ESA) conducted by 
Nichols Environmental in 2009 
-- over four years ago -- when they 
drilled bore-holes into the park-
ing lot adjacent to the Alberta 
Avenue Community League 

(AACL) building. Across the 
street from the Cycle Building 
lot is the resting grounds of an 
underground storage tank that 
was used by the Community 
Service Gas Station (1960’s) and 
the former location of several 
dry cleaning stores. 

In the January 2009 report 
filed for the City of Edmonton, 
it states that “Nichols 
Environmental is of the opinion 
that an adequate barrier layer 
does not exist between the con-
taminant zone and any potential 
domestic underground aquifers 
(DUA)... Results of testing on 
(one borehole) would suggest 
that the upper water table meets 
the definition of a DUA.”

In other words, the contami-
nation may spread. 

Found on-site were concen-
trations of hydrocarbons that 
exceeded (in some samples) to 
be 5 to 10 times higher than the 
recommended guidelines. Also 
discovered was a thin layer of 

“free product” (gasoline) that 
had resisted dilution.

Nichols also recommended 
further testing, but according 
to many discussions with City 
of Edmonton officials, no-one 
could identify any further action 
taken to conduct more soil sam-
ples and/or remediate the site.

But concerns were raised once 
again in a meeting in September 
of 2012 when the city’s trans-
portation department met 
with Harry Oswin, Director 
of the Neighbourhood and 
Community Recreation depart-
ment and let them know about 
the environmental assessment 
completed by Nichols in 2009. 

“When we heard about it, 
my supervisor and I decided to 
check and see the state of things 
now,” said Oswin. “We were 
concerned with the high-vol-
ume of public traffic in-and-out 
of the AACL building.”

CRUD goes CiTy-wiDe

     Some opportunities 
presented themselves and 
we made a proposal to the 
board and said it’s time to 
change our role.

>> page 2

“
”

CommUniTy sURvey

     Their goal was to 
re-acquaint themselves  
to the community 
and try to get a better 
picture of the changing 
demographics.

>> page 3

pUppeT show pReview

     From colorful cowboys 
to a floppy brown horse, 
from creative videos to 
original scores, the crowd 
was treated to stories of 
love.

>> page 6

A mAgiCAL woRLD 
CALLeD snow viLLAge

     It began simply 
enough. I imagine a single 
snow fort. Snow Village 
grew more elaborate–not 
in its physical structure, 
but as a society.
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continued on page 3.
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Cherish your human connections - your relationships with friends and family. ~ Barbara Bush

Community News

Mari sasano   

It started with a simple 
premise: what if doing everyday 
things like walking your dog 
or meeting your neighbours 
could prevent crime? When 
Community Response to 
Urban Disorder (CRUD) held 
their first “community take-
over” event five years ago, the 
thought was that eventually 
projects like it would grow to 
be city-wide. That time has 
come, says Chris Hayduk, one 
of the founding members of 
CRUD.

“Some opportunities 
presented themselves and 
we made a proposal to the 
board and said it’s time to 
change our role,” he says. 
The timing was right: another 
group, the Coalition of Crime 
Councils, began to wind down 
operations and was looking 
for another organization to 
fill that role. Partnering with 
REACH Edmonton, CRUD 
will now provide infrastructure 
and mentorship to other 
organizations across the city.

The first step is to fill a 
couple board vacancies with 
representatives from other 
groups, then hire a coordinator 
(with funding from REACH) 
to administer some of the 
programming. CRUD is in a 
good position to fill this role 
because it has operated as a 
not-for-profit and has been a 
successful volunteer-run group 
since its inception.

Working together with other 
community groups, CRUD 
has also seen success in an 
important area, according to 
Hayduk:

“I think it’s because we’re 
able to fill a niche that was 
missing; we were able to talk to 
people who weren’t coming out 
or hadn’t been feeling safe and 
that was who we were trying to 
reach.”

CRUD will run workshops 
and provide networking 
opportunities for similar 
groups that are looking for 
ways to increase community 
engagement in their 
neighbourhoods.

“A group in another area 
that has not worked with 
us specifically before can 
expect right off the bat some 
mentorship, brainstorming 

ideas and making connections 
and meeting people they 
need to help them with their 
project ideas,” says Hayduk. 
In addition to those resources, 
CRUD would also be able to 
provide some infrastructure, 
such as access to a bank 
account, so that groups can 
apply for grants. In the long 
term, CRUD will eventually be 
able to access funds to support 

projects directly.
“The important thing is 

that we don’t want to dictate 
what these groups are going 
to do in their community,” 
says Hayduk. And although 
the projects are based in crime 
prevention, the emphasis will 
be on preventing crime through 
building community.

“If they want to do something 
like we’ve done like the dog 
walking group, we’ll help them 
set that up, or block parties. 
Whatever they can do to make 
their community stronger, we’ll 
help.”

If community building seems, 
well, too fun to be effective, 
Hayduk -- who also happens to 
be an Edmonton Police officer 
-- has seen the effects.

“The most important thing 
is an active community that’s 
out and engaged, because they 
are more likely to report things 
they see. An active community 
will absolutely be a safer, 
healthier community.”

As far as timelines, the ball is 
already rolling on putting the 
plans together. Once funding 
from REACH is finalized, 
a coordinator will begin the 
job of spreading CRUD 
throughout Edmonton within 
a few months.

To become involved with CRUD, 

check out their website at 

www.crudedmonton.org 

Contact by phone, 780-996-4728 or 

email: info@crudedmonton.org

CRUD expands to support more neighbourhoods

Community members enjoy a slice of hollywood pizza and neighbourly conversation at one of CRUD’s Community gatherings.

For years now, CRUD members and their four-legged volunteers pounded the pavement along 118th Ave, encouraging citizens to enjoy their community. it’s been crime fighting one dog and one walk at a time. 
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4 t h  F a m i l y  D a y

February 18th, 2013
11am - 4pm

Celebration

GRE
AT

FAM
ILY

FUN
!

Come Celebrate Family Day at the 
Alberta Avenue Community Centre 
(9210-118 Ave).  

FUN for the whole family! Join us for 
skating, snowshoeing, broomball, 
snow painting, tobogganing, as well 
as around the fire Hotdog and 
Marshmallow Roast on Monday, 
February 18th from 11am until 4pm.

There will also be Live Entertainment, 
Puppet Shows, and Workshops.  
Please visit www.crudedmonton.org 
for further details.

Event Sponsors:

Norwood Neighbourhood Association, 

Edmonton Public Library, Norwood Child 

and Family Resource Centre, SCERDO, 

City of Edmonton, Alberta Avenue 

Community League, and CRUD.
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For twas not 
into my ear you 

whispered
 But into my heart
 Twas not my lips 

you kissed
 But my soul

 ~Judy Garland

Commonwealth swimming pool closed for maintenance Feb 4 to Mar 4. Fitness Centre and other amenities open.

At Jiffy Lube, we’re dedicated to preserving the health and value of your vehicle.

Formerly known as LubexFast Friendly Service

FAST OIL CHANGE 
Coupon valid at these

3 locations only:

13004 82 Street

NORTHSIDE: 780.478.9617

4801 118 Avenue

EASTSIDE: 780.479.2310

11503 104 Avenue

DOWNTOWN: 780.425.7562

Coupon expires Mar. 31 /13

Any Oil Change

$7.00 OFF

News Briefs

Free product (gasoline) observed in a 

monitoring well from the AACL parking 

lot on september 10, 2008.

Paris
beauty salon

   serving
 Alberta Avenue
for 30 years

Attention Hairdressers!
 Would you like to be your own boss?

Beauty Salon Chair and Work Station for Rent in 

a Clean, Fresh, Classy, Totally Renovated Salon

AVAILABLE NOW

Excellent Central Location

780.474.9474        11807 95A St

Darren Boisvert   

In September and October 
of 2012, Ashley Card-Tusnadi 
and six volunteers knocked 
on every door in the Alberta 
Avenue neighbourhood. With 
clipboards in their hands and 
questions on their lips, they 
introduced themselves as 
workers with the Norwood 
Child and Family Resource 
Centre. Their goal was to 
re-acquaint themselves to 
the community 
and try to 
get a better 
picture of 
the changing 
demographics 
in this part 
of the city (see 
sidebar for some 
of those results). 

“I found 
some of the results 
surprising,” says Card-
Tusnadi. “There were 
more young professionals with 
children -- teachers, university 
instructors, healthcare workers 
-- than I thought lived in this 
community.”

She also noted the high-
number of abandoned houses 
and lots undergoing intensive 
renovations. Even a visual 
survey of the community, she 
says, shows there are a lot of 
changes with people moving in 
and out. 

This change in the 
community is reflected in 
the response to their children 
programming at the Centre. 

According to Card-Tusnadi, 
more and more parents in 
discussions with staff say they 
no longer qualify for placement 
as they do not meet the criteria 
that limited 80% of all spots to 
‘low-income’ families.

It’s called LICO (low income 
cut-offs), the designation 
governments and social agencies 
use to determine the how much 
of their monthly wage goes to 
cover basic necessities such as 
food and shelter. For the past 
50 years that the Norwood 
Centre has been open, this 
has been the benchmark for 

screening their clients. 
“That policy 
changed this 
month,” says 
Bev Parks, 
E x e c u t i v e 
Director of 
the Norwood 
Centre. “We 

went to our 
funders and asked 
to change our 

criteria for providing 
services. We have always 
struggled as an organization 
using these types of screens. 
People can be high risk and 
vulnerable -- even people 
with high salaries -- and their 
children can still be at risk.”

The survey, she says, added 
evidence that this is the right 
direction to go in. From now 
on, the Centre will provide 
placements to its Headstart and 
other children programming 
based solely on the needs of the 
children.

Alberta Avenue
survey surprises

sURvey snApshoT oF  
The ALBeRTA AvenUe CommUniTy

A sampling of the community door-knocking conducted by the 

Norwood Child and family resource Centre (Oct. 1 - Nov. 15, 2012).

Q: how long have you lived in this community?

20% - Less than one year

30% - One to five years

30% - Six years to 15 years

19% - More than 16 years

Q: Are you a parent or guardian yourself?

79% - Yes

21% - No 

Q: would/does/did your child use neighbourhood parks?

85% - yes

15% - No

Comments:

- Not many great parks in the area. A lot of them are too small or 

  not clean.

- Parks that are in neighbourhood are mostly for younger children 

  (under 5 years old). Need more parks for kids 5 years – 13 years.

- Parks in our community do very little in the way of providing for 

  children with special needs.

- Parks need a more welcoming atmosphere by adding in more 

  natural features 

Q: would/does/did your child go to their community school?

64% - Yes

36% - No 

Comments:

- Programs of interest to my child/family are not offered in 

  neighbourhood schools.

- Programming and childcare not offered in community. Bussing is 

  a problem.

Q: would/does/did your child participate in programs at the 

community leagues?

43% - Yes

57% - No

Comments:

- It is hard to get information from leagues about what is going on.

- Hours community leagues are open conflict with my personal life.

On January 15th, three days 
after the 2013 Deep Freeze 
Festival was held onsite, the 
city notified Karen Mykietka, 
President of the AACL, that 
air-quality testing equipment 
would be installed throughout 
the building to test for potential 
air-borne contamination.

“I was there four years ago 
when they were drilling the 
holes. It smelled terrible,” said 
Mykietka. “Since that test, I 
haven’t heard back from the city 
on the results of the test or any 
possible future action. We have 
a community garden in the back 
of our building. I’m worried it 
may not be safe.”

On Monday, January 21, 
Nichols Environmental installed 
several monitoring systems. 
Results are expected in February 
and Oswin said that the results 
would be shared with the com-
munity league and public. 

continued from page 1. 
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RAT CReeK pRess
AssoCiATion

Supporting the growth of 
strong, vibrant, and well-
connected communities.

phone: 780.479.6285 

weB: www.ratcreek.org 

pUBLisheR:  
Karen Mykietka 
info@ratcreek.org

mAnAging eDiToR:  
Darren Boisvert 
editor@ratcreek.org

phoTo eDiToR:  
rebecca Lippiatt
photo@ratcreek.org

DesigneR:  
Michelle Hayduk
design@ratcreek.org

ADveRTising Rep:  
Bettyann Dolata 

ads@ratcreek.org

DisTRiBUTion:  
John & Margaret Larsen, 
arlene Kemble, Cantelon 
Family, Bettyann Dolata, 
Karen Mykietka

ConTRiBUToRs:  
Henri Yauck, Mari sasano, 
Jonathan Weller, Dave von 
Bieker, Lucie von Bieker, 
Chris Hayduk, rene 
Ladsous, rachel Marchant, 
Marlene salmonson, 
vivian Zenari, autumn 
ennenberg, rusti Lehay.

eDiToRiAL poLiCy:
The Rat Creek Press is a 
forum for all people. We en-
courage comments that fur-
ther discussion on a given 
article or subject, provide 
constructive criticism, or 
offer an idea for community 
activity. Letters should be 
no longer than 250 words 
and must include the full 
name, location and contact 
information of the author. 
Op-Ed columns should be 
600-800 words and observe 
formal rules of spelling and 
grammar. The RCP reserves 
the right to edit all material 
and to remove any electron-
ic comment at any time.

All columns, letters or 
cartoons submitted are at-
tributed to the author and 
do not necessarily represent 
the views or opinions of 
the Rat Creek Press. Send 
submissions to the Rat 
Creek Press Editor via email 
editor@ratcreek.org, or 9210 
118 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
T5G 0N2. Mail may also be 
dropped at the address above.

AvenUe hisToRy pRojeCT 
(The Ave we hAD):

phone: 780.479.6285

emAiL: history@ratcreek.org

weB: avenuehistory.org

pRojeCT mAnAgeR:  
Karen Mykietka 

pRoDUCeR:  
Jon Weller

phoTo eDiToR:  
rebecca Lippiatt

hisToRiCAL ReseARCh:  
Bernice Caligiuri

Editorial submissions: editor@ratcreek.org

The Carrot Coffeehouse is now open all day on Fridays from 9am to 10pm. Serving you more coffee and community!

Many reasons to call us first:

Call Now for Your 
Spring Quote!

RonnexGarages.com

780-455-2325

- Trusted garage builders since 1975
- Removal of old garage and concrete
- All types of concrete work
- Workmanship warranty in writing
- Fully licensed and insured
- Free estimates
- Permits included

eDiToR’s noTe:
The Rat Creek Press 
apologizes to anyone 
inconvenienced by this 
false advertisement. It is 
scam that we failed to 
catch. 

We have notified the 
Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre (1-888-495-8501), 
where they have logged 
our complaint #764219. 

We suggest anyone with 
questions to contact 
them.

RE: FREE yoRkiE puppiEs (JANuARy issuE)

I am forwarding the following info regarding an ad that you had in your newspaper a few months 
back, which I believe could be a scam to make money, which I did not follow up with after reading 
the attached responding email from Alicia Moore(?). I was quite disappointed when I began to 
suspect a scam and likely would not be getting a puppy! 

Since then, I noticed a similar ad in your Jan 2013 newspaper, and although the Jan ad is the same 
as the Sept ad, with 2 free yorkie puppies (they ask for money to ship the puppies to the applicant), 
but the email address in the ad is different. 

Good luck catching these scammers who try to take advantage of decent people!!

Brenda rylands

Letters to the editor
Resident smells a rat in our newspaper

Everyday Specials

Serving Breakfast from

7:30-11am as well as

Daily Lunches

780-477-8842          8660 118 Ave

Handy Bakery Euro-Canadian Catering
780-479-0211  www.handybakery.ca

THE TASTE YOU WANT 
THE QUALITY YOU DESERVE

DIABETES SUPPLIES BENEFIT

1.800.267.7532

Assisting low-income

Albertans without

insurance with the cost of

diabetes testing supplies

Lies, damn lies, and courtroom 
testimonials

Darren Boisvert   

Our Member of Parliament 
for Edmonton-East, Peter 
Goldring, had his day in court 
during testimonies presented 
on January 17th and 18. While 
we will leave the determination 
of guilt to the presiding judge, 
it’s clear the trial evidence 
has left the public with two 
unpalatable options. 

Do we believe our highest 
elected community official, 
when Goldring testified that 
the Edmonton Police Service 
officer who stopped him in 
December 2011, unfairly 
targeted him, didn’t explain 
the law enough to him, 
roughed him up so bad blood 
was pouring from one wrist, 
and potentially exposed him 
to communicable diseases?

Or do we believe two 
sworn police officers who say 
Goldring smelt like alcohol, 
was rude, tried to use his 
position as MP to avoid the 
charge, and had to be pulled 

forcibly from his vehicle after 
being notified he was under 
arrest for failing to blow 
into a roadside breathalyzer 
machine?

While everyone remembers 
the past differently, in this 
case, it seems 
that someone 
is doing the 
tawdy two-
step around 
the truth. 

On the 
surface, this 
trial (even 
before the 
verdict) has 
d i m i n i s h e d 
us politically. 
If the public 
loses faith 
with either 
our elected 
officials or the police who 
patrol our streets, then we 
stop voting, stop respecting 
our police officers, stop having 
agreed upon leaders who can 
help negotiate our differences. 

For over a decade, Goldring 
has been trumpeting the 
law-and-order bugle, voting 
for harsher and mandatory 
punishments for those who 
flout the law. Now he claims 
he has been victimised by a 

harsh legal and 
enforcement 
system, and 
he has become 
our nation’s 
a c t i v i s t - i n -
chief. It’s 
accurate to 
note that 
in 2009, 
G o l d r i n g 
was a vocal 
opponent to 
a proposal 
a l l o w i n g 
police to 
screen all 

drivers with breathalyzer tests, 
even without any implicating 
evidence. 

But in this drama of “who 
did what”, the bigger question 
is lost in the sad details. 

As a democratic nation, we 
expect -- and should demand 
-- that those with the greatest 
authority in our country face a 
higher-standard of behaviour 
than everyone else. We should 
get more from our leaders, as 
we should expect meticulous 
honest testimony from our 
police officers in a court of 
law. 

The sad fact is we won’t 
always vote in the most ethical 
politician or hire police officers 
who can never be corrupted. 
At their best, our leaders can 
inspire us and our officers can 
save our lives. Hopefully, after 
final arguments in April, and 
when the final verdict is read, 
the people of this community 
will re-evaluate their own 
authority. Who we vote for 
in the next election matters. 
Who we agree to police us 
matters. And while they have 
authority, they get that power 
from us. 

We can, if we want, take it 
away.

On the 

surface, this trial 

(even before 

the verdict) has 

diminished us 

politically.”

“

A man is not where he lives, but where he loves. ~ Latin Proverb
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Auto   Home   Business   Life   RRSP   Travel Insurance   Real Estate
11734 95 Street, Edmonton  Phone: 780.477.9191 Serving this community since 1976.

speaker’s Corner Have opinions? Great let’s hear them!        submissions: editor@ratcreek.org

VARIETY EXCHANGE

P A W N  .  S E L L  .  T R A D E  .  B U Y

W E  A P P R E C I A T E  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S !

. Friendly Service

. Will Negotiate

. No Insurance Fees - EVER

. No Interest, No Fee Lay-Away

. Reputable, Clean and Organized

. FREE Government Cheque Cashing
   . FREE One Day Loans
     . Movies, Tools, Musical Equipment, 

        Video Games, TV’s and Stereo’s 
         . DVD’s 12 for $20.00
        

9406 118 Avenue    780.474.1260      Mon-Fri: 10:30-6:30    Sat: 10-6

Valentines
Special

14% off all
jewelry

(for the month of February)

1ST LOAN
20% ALL
OTHERS

25%

CHris HaYDuK

I thought it was important 
to send in a letter to thank the 
Good Samaritan who found 
my phone. Between Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve my family 
and I left our house to go to 
a friend’s house a short walk 
away.  Unbeknownst to me, 
my phone had fallen from my 
person and landed somewhere 
along our walk. After a short 
time, when I wanted to make a 
call, I quickly realized that my 
phone was not where it was 
supposed to be. I retraced my 
steps, but could not locate my 
phone. I went into my house, 
half expecting that I had just 
forgotten to take it with me 
(those that know me 
know that I am 
never without my 
phone), but I could 
not locate it in its 
usual spots. I noticed 
that I had a voicemail 
message on my landline; 
I had received a phone 
call from a neighbour 

who lived one block away, she 
had found my phone!

She could have turned it into 
the police where it would likely 
be listed as unable to find the 
owner and I may never have 
seen it again, but she didn’t. 
This Good Samaritan checked 
out my phone and discovered 
that she could access numbers 
that I have called in the past 
(access to the rest of the phone 
access was locked). She looked 
through the numbers and was 
able to find a name that she 
recognized and then phoned 
the person. She described 
what she had found and what 
number/names were on the 
phone until she was able to 
determine that the phone 

belonged to me, then 
left me a voicemail 
at home. I was able 
to get my phone 
within minutes of 
discovering that 
it had been lost, 

because this 
n e i g h b o u r 
went above 

and beyond to help out 
someone she didn’t know.

 This isn’t the first time that 
a neighbour has helped me 
out.  I have come home after 
working night shifts to discover 
that my sidewalks have been 
shoveled after a winter storm. 
One time, I was woken up in 
the middle of the night when 
a neighbour stopped by to tell 
me that my garage door was 
left open. As it turned out, we 
had just returned from vacation 
and someone had bumped the 
garage door opener while we 
unpacked.

 These are the kinds 
of people that make our 
community great. This is the 
reason that my family moved 
here eight years ago and this is 
the reason that we get involved 
with community. I want to 
celebrate all of the people who 
do small things to make this 
community what it is. Thanks 
you to everyone who has done 
something for a neighbour, 
and I hope that I can return 
the favor one day.

rene LaDsous

Marleen Perkins passed away 
on December 22nd, 2012, with 
just one faithful friend by her 
side. I was so informed when he 
dialed my number by mistake 
but I recognized the name and 
the voice. I met Marleen while 
I was president of AACL and 
she was president of Norwood 
Neighbourhood Association 
(NNA) with a skeleton board. 
She was still working then, but 
giving many hours of her time 
to our community when most 
had given up on NNA. She 
might have appeared to some as 
a quirky, cold, distant woman, 
but that would be an error. She 
played a part in the National 
Child Day and the Family Day 
we organized for the first time 
that year.

She also played a part in the 
creation of what was to become 
- after much struggling - the Rat 
Creek Press.

Those are the ones I know, but 
she had been around for much 
longer. When at her request 

I joined NNA, we organized 
the Canada Day celebrations 
for several years; the two of us, 
counting on the goodwill of 
people to help with the rest. I 
should not take too much credit 
though, it was her who used her 
connections to get the Norwood 
band, the Native Dancers, the 
door prizes, the BBQ, etc. I 
just ran around following her 
instructions.

She was pushed aside in what, 
in my eyes, was not a very 
friendly way; but she was a 
better person than me because 
she never held a grudge. The 
few times we met after that, she 
was always positive about the 
happenings in the community 
and she was still teaching me 
new facts about its history.

There was no service I was told 
and in any case I was informed 
too late of her passing away. I 
will miss you Marleen, but I 
will think of you from time to 
time and I believe it is much 
better than a tombstone or a 
thousand people coming to pay 
their respect for just one day.

missing cell phone leads to 
community assist

saying goodbye to  
a community leader

The Rat Creek Press has revised its photographic policy. Please contact editor@ratcreek.org if you are interested in becoming a  
writer or photographer. For a full version of our policy, please visit ratcreek.org.

phoTogRAphiC FReeLAnCe poLiCy
Terms and Conditions

1. Photographers contracted by the Rat Creek Press (RCP) for photographs 
will be paid $50 per event. The photographer will be responsible for 
supplying up to 5 printable photographs per event, delivered before the 
agreed upon deadline. The $50 payment will cover the first right usage of 
all the photographs and subsequent printings in future issues. 

2. Other photographs taken by photographer at that event, which are not 
purchased by the RCP can be sold to other clients at the photographer’s 
sole discretion.

3. Unsolicited photos published by the RCP will include a one-time payment 
of $20 for first run publishing rights and subsequent printing rights. 

4. Photographs supplied by community organisations or business used 
for the purpose of promoting that organisation or business (or conveying 
news of the org or business) will not receive payment. The organisation or 
business must have the permission of the photographer for usage rights. 

Usage rights 

5. Rat Creek Press will have first rights to publish  
photographs from photographers contracted by the  
RCP.  Exclusive first rights for each photo(s) purchased  
by the RCP will last in effect until the last day of the month  
of the issue of the paper in which it was published.  
Once first usage rights expire, the photographer  
is free to re-publish the photo elsewhere. 

Copyright

The photographer will retain copyright  
on all photos published in the Rat Creek  
Press, but will allow RCP first usage  
rights for a period of up to two months.  
The photographer will be credited in  
print for the photograph. 

 

PLAY BALL!PLAY BALL!

If you are between the ages of 4 and 19 you can register for community 

ball programs through the Northeast Zone Sports Council.

COMMUNITY SOFTBALL/BASEBALL 

CENTRAL REGISTRATION

Registration dates are March 10, 16, 20 and 27, 2013 at 

7515 Borden Park Road.  For times, fees and additional program information 

please check our website at www.nezsports.com or call Dave Ball for baseball 

information at 780.475.5609 or Janet Henderson for softball 

information at 780.477.2696.

www.nezsports.com
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Hello friends and neighbors, 

  

I am able to best represent you when you inform 

me of the issues and concerns that affect you and 

your family. 

 

Our office looks forward to hearing from you as we 

prepare to represent you during  the upcoming  

legislative session.  

 

BRIAN MASON 

MLA, Edmonton  

Highlands-Norwood 

Edmonton 

Highlands-Norwood 

Constituency Office 

 

6519 - 112 Avenue 

Phone: 780-414-0682 

Fax: 780-414-0684 

 

www.BrianMason.ca 

Connect with Brian Online 
 

Facebook.com/BrianMasonLeader 

BrianMasonNDP.Wordpress.com 

Twitter.com/BMasonNDP 

 

 
Edmonton.HighlandsNorwood@assembly.ab.ca 

Love makes your soul crawl out from its hiding place. ~ Zora Neale Hurston

Call Marion Swanson, a

seamstress with 30 years experience, 

for quality work at a reasonable price.

phone  780-477-0778
email  mariongswanson@gmail.com

pREviEw: 
CroWns, CrooKs & CoWBoYs: 

stories FroM tHe nina Hag-

gertY PuPPet trouPe

tHursDaY, FeBruarY 21, 2013

Darren Boisvert

For the crowds who attend-
ed the opening night of 
Crowns, Crooks & Cowboys: 
Stories from the Nina Haggerty 
Puppet Troupe at the recent 
Deep Freeze Festival, the 
action was on the stage. From 
colorful cowboys to a floppy 
horse, from stop-motion video 
to original scores, the crowd 
was treated to stories of love.

But in discussion with 
Carolyn Gingrich, the Nina 
Haggerty Puppet Troupe 
Director and coordinator, the 
action she couldn’t stop talk-
ing about was what happened 
behind the curtain -- stories of 
her actors, writers and puppet-
makers.

“It’s the first time the Nina 
Haggery Centre has included 
theatre in it’s programming,” 
says Gingrich. “But this show 
was really about highlighting 
a lot of people’s strengths as 
artists--which is why we incor-
porated so many art mediums 
into the whole project.”

It was a time of learning for 
everyone, including Gingrich. 

She graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Drama from the 
Augusta Campus of the U of 
A in 2007, wrote her first play 
when she was 16, but working 
with the Nina Haggerty art-
ists was the first time she had 
attempted to put together a 
puppet troupe.

With a grant from the 
Edmonton Arts Council, 
Gingrich began talking and 
getting to know the centre 
artists, and held preliminary 
workshops to gauge their 
interest and explore ideas for 
the show. 

She managed to attract a 
wide-array of talented artists 
both from within the centre 
and from the community at 
large. Writer Rob Armstrong 
contributed the 7-minute 
piece ‘Sam and Max’, while 
Agnes Gonzales, Dominique 
Beaugard, and the Nina 
Haggerty Artist Collective 
provided the rest of the writ-
ten material. 

Sue Seright was brought on-
board to design a new type 
of puppet that requires less 
manual dexterity than normal 
performance puppets. Raphael 
Freynet, wrote and arranged 
original scores for the show. 
Yvonne DuBourdieu, with Art 
House Productions, assisted 
with videotaping several seg-

ments and ultimately creat-
ing a documentary about the 
troupe. 

After much rehearsal and 
preparation, the troupe pre-
sented it’s premier show at 
the Deep Freeze Festival in 
January. 

In the months ahead, 
Gingrich hopes to continue 
with the project, create new 
puppets, and encourage more 
artists to join the troupe. 
In addition to the upcom-
ing performance at the 10th 
Anniversary party (see details 
below), they also plan on per-
forming for school children 
and larger audiences. 

“It’s neat how the move-
ment of a puppet can be so dif-
ferent from how an artist that 
manipulates the puppet might 
move,” says Gingrich. “I think 
puppetry is especially great for 
its capacity to show the unseen 
qualities that people have. We 
are here to give people enough 
freedom and independence to 
grow as an artist, and to be 
supported and treated as one.”

Attendance is free. everyone is wel-

come to come to the nina haggerty 

Centre for the Arts (9225-118th Ave) 

for their 10th Anniversary event on 

February 21, 5:00pm - 8:00 pm.

The motion and emotions of 
puppets in love

erin Lepine poses with the cutest horse created since Toy story. Leona Clawson and her purple puppet.

members of the nina haggerty puppet Troupe pose with one of their creations they bring to life in their puppet show. 

(From left to right) john wilson, Cheryl Anhel, Leona Clawson, Agnes gonzales, Andrew seymour, erin Lepine.
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BooKing now ResiDenTiAL snow RemovAL

AnD snow RemovAL FRom RooFs

summer, winter, vacation, year Round packages Available

Call TOday 780.471.5322

Triple R Lawn and
Snow Services Ltd.
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Riverdale 

Elementary 

School

Success Begins Early Success Begins at 

Riverdale Elementary School

Join us on March 20
Open House 5:30-7:30pm

Welcoming and innovative Kindergarten program, small class sizes

Excellent academic achievement

Hands-on interactive learning in our computer lab, 

science lab, iPad and Smartboard equipped classrooms 

Music & Fine Arts

Active outdoor learning experiences 

On-site after school care available

8901 101 Avenue  780.425.7600  riverdale.epsb.ca  Dave Bennell, Principal

Like us on Facebook!

Meet other Alberta Ave. parents!

Free skating at outdoor rinks with your league membership. Check your local community league or go to efcl.org

Dave von BieKer

Once upon a time, coffee 
break was a magical place called 
‘recess’. We filled those 15 
minutes with play. Especially 
when there was snow. This 
winter, during months of 
recess, some elementary kids 
created a world called Snow 
Village. 

It began simply enough. I 
imagine a single snow fort. 
Snow Village grew more 
elaborate–not in its physical 
structure, but as a society. As 
walls and buildings melted 
away in the unpredictable 
flux of November, Snow 
Village became a world whose 
only limits were a child’s 
imagination. I came to know 
this because I’m the dad of a 
second and fourth grader. I 
listened when I could. I took 
notes. Here are some of the 
things I learned. 

Snow Village was a complex 
network of houses and 
businesses. I’m not sure of 
zoning policies. Most residents 
ran their own business. There 
was a flower and gift shop, 
with ongoing debate over who 
owned it. 

My son ran Wiggly Waffles, 
a small waffle house with a 
jingle ending in line something 
like, ‘When you eat our 
waffles you wiggle all over’. 
He converted the shop into 
Crazy Cookies. I asked why, 
and was told there were no 
longer enough snow blocks the 
size of waffles. Crazy Cookies 
only came in vanilla–not so 

crazy. Transforming snow into 
cookies was a simple imaginary 
feat, but white snow–that 
could only be vanilla. 

Snow Village had a monetary 
system. Leaves were money. Ice 
blocks were gold. You could 
not spend gold like leaves, 
but you could stockpile it. By 
grade four, it had become clear 
that some wealth is just for 
show. There was even a test to 
tell if gold was real. You threw 
it on the ground. Fake gold 
would crack or shatter, but not 
the genuine article. 

There were social classes. 
My son and his friends spent 
a brief stint as ‘hobos’. I’m 
not sure they understood the 
term. They had a place, but 
they didn’t own it, and chose 
not to sleep there. I asked why 
they wouldn’t sleep under a 
roof and was told that there 
were no roofs in Snow Village. 
I asked about snow getting 
in, and was reminded that–
duh–it’s called Snow Village. 
I asked about rain and was 
told that it does not rain in 
winter. I asked why they had 
the house at all and was told 
it was a place to stash all their 
leaves and ice.

There were politics, but not 
stability. The first mayor was 
a bad mayor. He did not pay 
anyone to start businesses. 
This was, I think, a broken 
campaign promise. The next 
mayor paid a few leaves to 
start ups, but soon lost the 
love of the people for reasons 
I don’t understand. My son 
planned to leave the village 

when that mayor, his best 
friend, was ousted. He never 
did because, well, what does 
he do at recess then? The next 
mayor, I’m told, was a tyrant. 
This all happened in a couple 
of weeks. At one point, my 
son won the popular vote by 
one but inexplicably lost the 
mayoral race to a girl in his 
class. 

There was crime. Several 
weeks in, an FBI and SWAT 
were formed to combat 
powerful people with goons. 
One boy’s job was to tackle 
people at random whenever 
he heard the word ‘steal’. 
I am suspicious that this 
development was just a way 
for the boys to run around and 
shoot guns.

That is all I know about 
Snow Village, and likely all 
I will ever know. A couple 
of weeks ago, I told my kids, 
excitedly, that I was writing 
about Snow Village. ‘What’s 
that?”, my son asked. He and 
my daughter have moved on. 
With some prodding, I was 
told that one day they were 
allowed to play on a previously 
forbidden hill, so they did. 
Without ceremony, they left 
Snow Village behind.

So why is it so important 
to me? Because Snow Village 
is every imaginary world that 
every child conceives of every 
day. Snow Village is Neverland 
and Narnia. I have left these 
worlds behind as I have grown 
and I mourn them. But the 
more time I spend with my 
children, the more I can visit. 

Childrens’ snow village 
evolves the imagination

Lucie von Bieker’s depiction of snow village, a pile of snow in the school yard that was transformed into a mini-civilization. 

it is here that the kids formed their own laws, established a currency, and created a complex social hierarchy.
D
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Because I am

I am dreaming and I know everything

I know it without words

You do not appear as yourself but I know who 

you are

and images of what is not will not convince 

me otherwise

because I am dreaming and I know everything

By Rachel Marchant

 

I am dreaming and I can do anything

I do it without doubts

You think I can not fly but I am flying

and thoughts of what should not will not 

convince me otherwise

because I am dreaming and I can do  

anything
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Families are like fudge - mostly sweet with a few nuts. ~ Author Unknown

The LemonADe sTAnD

The ARChiTeCTURe oF BUsiness sUCCess
Here is the fifth in the series on building as successful business. Our neighbourhood is filled 
with freelancers, entrepreneurs, independent artists, and cottage industries run from homes. 

We hope that by presenting the challenges and hurdles faced by many independent business 
owners, along with sensible advice for success, will encourage others to consider following 
their dream of independence. This series is dedicated to helping these entrepreneurs succeed.

Henri YauCK

I have talked a lot about the 
importance of finding your 
market in the last two articles. 
Another important element 
in your marketing process is 
“Media.”

Where will you deliver your 
message? For example, if you 
have an in-demand doggy 
biscuit you don’t want to waste 
time or money telling cat lovers 
about it. The last thing you 
would need to do is give a 
speech about it at a cat lover’s 
convention, right. You would 
be surprised at the amount of 
money business owners spend 
each week in this manner.

To pick your media go back 
to your market and find out 
“who” is the buyer of that great 
product. The “who” will help 
you find the “where” your story 
should be told and what should 
be said.

the rain barrel effect
In a certain way the rain 

barrel story explains this well. 
If you had a large rain barrel 
stocked with fish, all you would 
need to do is put the right bait 
on your fish hook, drop it in 
the barrel at the right time, and 
you would catch a fish. You 
probably noticed three things in 
this illustration. The barrel with 
fish in it, a hook with the right 
bait on it,  and the right time 
(when the fish are hungry).

Now suppose for a second 
you decided the barrel with 
the fish in it was too small, so 
instead you dropped your hook 
with the bait on it in a nearby 
horse watering trough. Would 
you catch any fish?

Now suppose you would 
put a cork on your hook and 
dropped it in the barrel of fish. 
Would you catch any fish? Or 
let’s say someone fed the fish a 
short while before you dropped 

your hook with the bait on it 
in the barrel. Would you catch 
any fish? 

You need to have all three in 
place before you can reasonably 
expect to catch a fish, right? 

In the real world of business, 
building that translates into:

1) market, with interested 
potential customers in it.

2) a compelling offer.
3) the right time.
This is why you need to ask 

yourself two questions:
1) Why would anyone want 

this product or service?
2) Why would anyone want 

to buy this product or service 
from me or my company?

It is only when you have the 
answers to these two questions 
that you will be able to find 
your hungry market, create a 
compelling offer, and determine 
the right time to present your 
message.

While the potential customers 

will be motivated by the story 
you present to them, they will 
buy from you, for the first time, 
because of your offer -- especially 
if it is presented to them at 
the right time. Once they have 
bought they are customers and 
need to be cultivated and turned 
into repeat customers.

Reality in the business arena, 
consistently shows that the 
businesses with the biggest, 
well-cultivated, customer base 
are the winners both in the short 
and long term.

Do you have a start-up business in 

mind that is about ready to make a 

noise like cheese? Then maybe it’s 

time to contact Darren Boisvert at 

editor@ratcreek.org and get your 

name and business on our first 

contact list as we move into the new 

year, you may qualify for short-term 

free rental as a local entrepreneur,  

as well as marketing guidance.

select the right media for your market

The norwood neighbourhood 

Association (nnA) is accepting 

applications for our early 2013 

granting period and it closes 

march 12, 2013. The nnA’s 

vision is to support good 

projects and activities that 

benefit the neighbourhood. 

visit nnA at http://www.

albertaave.org/nna.html.

norwood neighbourhood 

Association is accepting 

grant applications to  support 

neighbourhoood non-profit 

projects and events until march 

12, 2013. The nnA vision 

is to support good projects 

and activities that benefit the 

neighbourhood. information 

required includes:

 • Proposed project description 
(including commencement and 

completion, location, fit within 

a larger organization)

 • How will this project benefit 
the neighbourhood?

 • Proposed budget (NNA 
prefers that groups find 

matching funds so that nnA 

can spread its budget across 

more activities and groups)

 • How will your organization 
report the project back to the 

neighbourhood?
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The Ave We Had 2013 Historical Calendar with local festivals and events is now available for $10. avenuehistory.org

Homemade
Quality Beef Jerky

... treat yourself today!

Phone: 780.477.5557              Email: andysjerky@telus.net             8235-118 Avenue

Hours: 11am-5pm, Tuesday thru Saturday

The maple leaf is but the latest in a series of flags that 
have flown over what has become Canada.  Starting in 
1497, John Cabot raised the Cross of St. George over 
Newfoundland for the King of England.  Thirty-seven years 
later Jacques Cartier planted the royal fleur-de-lis for the 
King of France. In 1759 came the arrival of the Royal Union 
Flag for England and in 1801, the Union Jack.

The search for a uniquely Canadian flag began in 1925, when more than 2,600 designs 
were received by Parliament, but never voted on.  

In 1964 Prime Minister Pearson’s government held 46 sittings, hearing from historians 
and citizens. 

By October 1964, the number of designs had been narrowed to three:  

  • a Red Ensign with the fleur-de-lis and the Union Jack;  
  • a sprig of three maple leaves between blue bars;  
  • a stylized maple leaf on a white square flanked by red bars.   
The single maple leaf design was endorsed. The House of Commons approved it on 

Dec. 15, 1964, followed by the Senate.  Canada’s national flag was proclaimed by Queen 
Elizabeth II on Jan. 28, 1965 and inaugurated on Feb. 15, 1965.

The combination of red, white and red in three bold, vertical stripes was first formally 
recognized in Canada’s very first War Veterans Medal in its identifying ribbon issued by 
Queen Victoria to Canadian war veterans who fought to protect Canada against the Red 
River Rebellion of 1870 and the Fenian Raids. The medal itself had “Canada” very 
prominently embossed and garlanded by maple leaves.

In 1921, King George V proclaimed that red and white were Canada’s official colours.

The flag of Canada, wherever it flies, represents the English and French linguistic reality 
in a great land of Aboriginal beginnings that have been enjoined by a global culture within 
a shared union called Canada.

780-495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 

THE CANADIAN FLAG: 

A BRIEF HISTORY

PETER GOLDRING 

Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East

vivian Zenari

In November’s issue, 
the Carrot Fiction Writing 
Circle challenged readers to 
compose a five-hundred word 
story based on the writing 
prompt “lamp” and to send 
their entries to us. We have 
selected “Lamp” by Autumn 
Ennenberg for publication in 
the Rat Creek Press.

We liked the piece for its 
storytelling abilities. The lamp 
is not simply an object in itself, 
but a tool in understanding 
the narrator’s daily life. As 
well, the story demonstrates 
a willingness to give details 
about the narrator’s physical 
and psychological existence. 
One piece of advice we have 
is to pay a bit more attention 
to consistency in level of for-
mality. Once in a while the 
narrator uses language that is 
more formal than she normal-
ly uses (“geographic proxim-
ity,” “inclined.”) Remember 
that simple language is often 
the best language. In general, 
though, we appreciated the 
approachable, casual tone of 
this piece, which invited us 
into the story and kept us 

reading. This 
piece could 
easily be 

a fine 
b e g i n -
ning to 
a longer 

work.

MarLene saLMonson

Greetings to all! I just wanted to touch base and let you 
know what I have been doing since my appointment as Bard 
of the Avenue.

My first outing was at the Kaleido Family Arts Festival, 
where I read a short piece of my own and was one of the 
three judges for the Poetry Slam Contest. It was exciting 
for me and the other judges to hear the diversity, passion, 
humour and wordsmithing skill of those poets brave enough 
to share their creativity in public.

Next, I was asked to write and present a poem 
commemorating the Opening Gala of The Ave We Had 
History Project. What an awesome display! It was truly 
deserving of an “Honourable Mention” by the Governor 
General. I entitled that piece Beautiful Faces, as I was struck 
by the character and beauty of the faces depicted in the 
Project.

My next poem was inspired by the Deep Freeze Festival. 
I latched onto the “western” theme and came up with The 
Legend of Black Bart and Lou Lou Belle.

In between time, I participated in the Tuesday night 
writer’s get-together at the Carrot Cafe.

There was a wonderful mix of talent as we had a self-
published book writer, a songwriter and musician, a poet 
and several others who just enjoy the craft of writing. Check 
it out when you get the chance. It is Tuesday night at 7-9 
p.m. at the Carrot Cafe.

‘Lamp’ sparks a bright ideaCatching up with 
the Bard of the Ave

LAMP

autuMn ennenBerg

Having recently arrived in 
Edmonton from the Coast I 
had much to adapt to. My new 
apartment, an upstairs suite in 
a older home had “good bones” 
yet was lacking in warmth, 
personality. It was also seriously 
deficient in lighting.

After researching where I 
could find local thrift shops 
via Google, I set out with my 
trusty “Maps of Edmonton” 
book in one hand, and a list of 
addresses in the other, to remedy 
this lack. Coming from a very 
small coastal town I was already 
overwhelmed by the multitude 
of options. I selected 3 shops: 
a Salvation Army, a Goodwill, 
and a Value Village, all chosen 
for their geographical proximity. 
It was early evening. I discovered 
that the Sally Ann closed at 5pm 
that day so I continued on to the 
Goodwill which stayed open til 
9. I never did make it to Value 
Village that evening.

As I entered the massive 
store I was drawn to an area 
off to my right that looked to 
be a good place to start. There, 
atop a battered old credenza 
was an elegant gilt table lamp, 
with a sturdy base, a thin pole, 
and a delightful and perfectly 
proportioned shade hung with 
rose, pink, and gold beads. I 
couldn’t believe my luck, it 
was perfect! Certain that the 
next person to see this lovely 

lamp would take it, I quickly 
and possessively placed it in 
my shopping cart. I continued 
shopping. 

I’ve recently begun my new 
job. Being low man, or woman 
as the case may be, on the 
totem pole, I’ve been assigned 
what is inaccurately called the 
“afternoon shift”; it begins 
at 5:30pm and ends at 2am. 
Although not exactly “graveyard” 
I’d be more inclined to call it the 
evening shift. Staying alert and 
on task til 2 am is proving to 
be a real challenge. Combined 
with all the other challenges of 
moving to an unfamiliar place, 
going from small town to city, 
from mild climate to the “winter 
zone”, my inner resources are 
being stretched to the max.

When I am preparing myself 
for work, packing some food, 
cleaning up the dishes, making 
sure I have everything ready for 
my “afternoon shift”, the last 
thing I do before heading out the 
door is to turn on the lamp that 
sits on my kitchen table. When 
I arrive home in the wee hours, 
tired, dirty, alone, my elegant 
little lamp is there waiting for 
me, warm and inviting. It has 
become a symbol for me, giving 
me courage in the darkness, 
hope for the future, a sense 
of welcome in this unfamiliar 
landscape. It is my “beacon”, my 
lighthouse on the stormy seas, 
my Homecoming. It gives me 
strength to carry on.

perhaps reading Autumn’s piece has bucked up everyone else’s courage to 

participate in this issue’s writing challenge. This month’s prompt is “display 

case.” write up to 400 words on this subject. send your entries to vzenari@

gmail.com. The deadline is February 15, 2013. if you want to see what the 

Carrot Fiction writing Circle is up to, we meet at the Carrot Community Arts 

Coffeehouse at 9351-118 Avenue from 7 to 9 p.m.
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Assisting women with 

insulin treated gestational 

diabetes with the cost of 

diabetes testing supplies

1.800.267.7532
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Life’s greatest happiness is to be convinced we are loved. ~ Victor Hugo

Having a place to go, is a home.  Having someone to love, is a family.  Having both, is a blessing. ~ Donna Hedges

The Ave we Had www.avenuehistory.org

JonatHan WeLLer  

It was a cool spring evening 
in 1908, but tempers in 
Council’s chambers were high. 
Mr. L. Norman, a printer 
for the Edmonton Bulletin, 
was speaking on behalf of 
the Norwood Vigilance 
Committee, “We are fighting 
for the sanctity of house homes 
and if council will depute the 
power to us we will do the 
work for which the police 
are employed in exactly two 
hours!”. It was the first in what 
would become a long roster of 
groups fighting to make the 
area a better place to live.

The fight L. Norman 
was referring to in Council 
chamber’s that day was 
one against the nefarious 
‘houses of ill-fame’, which 
were burgeoning in the 
newly developed Norwood 
neighbourhood.

Of course prostitution had 
existed in Edmonton since 
its inception, but prior to 
1908 when the first eruption 
of protest occurred, it was 
maintained with the tacit 
approval of the police service.

In the early years, the North 
West Mounted Police generally 
left ‘houses of ill-fame’ alone, 
so long as they were operated 
with a reasonable level of 
decorum. Occasionally, once 
or twice a year, the keepers 
and ‘inmates’ of the houses 
would be hauled before an 
inspector, where they would 

duly plead guilty and be fined 
a modest sum. The fines for 
keepers were between ten and 
fifteen dollars and between 
five and ten for inmates. The 
cost speaks to the level of 
concern allotted to the crime 
when it is compared to that 
of trafficking booze, which 
brought with it a $50 fine. 
Prostitution was more in line 
with the disgraceful practice of 
keeping a filthy pig pen, which 
amounted to a fine of $5.

This system of informal 
licensing was maintained for 
many years, but in the booming 
period before the First World 
War, the growing problem, 
coupled with an increasingly 
strong temperance movement 
brought these issues to a head.

The boom period offered 
a working environment that 
was physical. Strong-backed 
labourers were in high demand. 
Immigrants from overseas 
and across Canada settled in 
Edmonton to help build the 
railways, sewer systems and 
work in the industrial meat 
packing plants and coal mines.

Wives and children were not 
a common feature of these 
workers, meaning that the 
single men would crowd into 
any cheap accommodation 
they could find and certain 
services would spring up in 
the area.

Originally this was the case 
with Old Town, what is now 
McCauley, but as the city 
grew the bawdy characters of 

the area were squeezed out 
into the neighboring districts 
such as Norwood which lay 
directly north. In addition, 
on the fringes of northeast 
development was the Village 
of North Edmonton, a 
motley collection of industry, 
agriculture and railroad camps. 
Here the NWMP were the law 

and their approach to ‘houses 
of ill-fame’ was one of little 
involvement. Not surprisingly, 
the Village of North Edmonton 
gained a somewhat notorious 
reputation.

Norwood residents found 
themselves in the middle of 
these two districts and the 
pressure of the expanding city 
was aggravating the situation. 
Police were of little help as 
they were overburdened to the 
extreme, the city’s population 
at the time had reached 

somewhere between 10,000 
and 15,000 but the police 
force remained a scant 11 men 
and one horse. Nonetheless, 
the residents of Norwood 
decided to act.

On August 28, 1907, the 
first petition from residents 
of Norwood was presented to 
Council. It was protesting the 
tacit permission granted to 
‘houses of ill-fame’ to conduct 
their business. It called upon 
Council to deal with this 
problem due to the detrimental 
effect such houses had on the 
moral and financial interests 
of the city. Citing such 
concerns as decreased property 
value in the area, the effect on 
children, as well as the fact 
“that inhabitants of Norwood 
and other northern portions 
of the city are disturbed 
nightly by the shouting, 
profane language and furious 
driving of the frequenters of 
these resorts.” Evidently the 
thoroughly drunk men would 
make quite a racquet as they 
came and went from these 
establishments.

The concerns were dealt 
with in the easiest way 
possible, the notorious houses 
were pushed back, beyond the 
immediate area of concern and 
the problem was held at bay 
for nearly another year before 
it finally came to a head in the 
form of a “crusade” lead by the 
residents of Norwood.

On March 20, 1908, 
a meeting was held in the 

Norwood Methodist Church 
to determine the course of 
action. A series of speakers 
held the floor including J. 
D Blayney, ex-president of 
the Alberta Temperance 
and Moral Reform League, 
who argued not only for the 
removal of these houses from 
the area, but their complete 
abolishment. In a line of 
argument that would fall 
on receptive ears in today’s 
Federal government, Blayney 
called for the full force of the 
law to be applied to those 
found operating and working 
in ‘houses of ill-fame’. “The 
women running them,” he 
proclaimed, “are arrested and 
fined $50, but the law says 
they can be imprisoned for 
6 months, the law should 
enforce to the uttermost as 
being the only way to put 
down the evil.”

Following this attitude, the 
assembled crowd drafted a 
resolution to be sent to Council 
demanding action. Five days 
later, on March 25, residents 
decided to ensure they were 
being heard. The Bulletin 
reported that an “imposing 
deputation of citizens from 
Norwood invaded the council 
chamber at the regular meeting 
of city council.”

in the march issue, jonathan weller 

will continue the story. The complete 

version will be available on our 

website at avenuehistory.org.

Fighting for the “sanctity of our house homes”
The first in a two-part series on the long-history of prostitution in our community

BeautIful faces
By Marlene Salmonson

the legend of Black Bart and lou lou Belle
By Marlene Salmonson

I was thinking about faces.

The iconic face of fall, with its’ golden reds, yellows and browns,

Fall, like our history, is a time for collecting, storing and enjoying 

the good work which has been done.

The bright red faces of the babies born in the tent houses in the 

1930’s,

The sweaty faces of the Foundry workers

The faces of the meat packers of Packing Town.

The strained faces of the seamstresses of the Great Western 

Garment Company.

The faces of men returning home from War.

The face of the Cromdale Hotel, once beautiful, but gone now.

At Borden Park, the screaming faces of the rollercoaster riders,

The skaters in winter, their breath circling their faces like halos,

The summer swimmers’ wet faces, glistening with water and 

laughing in the sunshine.

The faces of the sunflowers, now growing in front of Norwood 

School,

Straining against the fence, trying not to miss the life passing 

them by on 111 Avenue.

These are the beautiful faces.

The face of then, of now and of forever.

There is a tale, it’s rarely told

About two cowpokes, who were bold.

I give to you my rave review, for it happened on 

the Avenue.

There were two families named Mac Quyver and 

Mac Quiver,

The hatred between them made me shiver.

One day Mac Quiver began to shout, “ Lou Lou 

Belle, Let’s have it out!”

But suddenly there was a yell,

Black Bart, he looked at Lou Lou Belle,

“Timmy has fallen down the well!!”

“Should we go and get his mother?”

“There’s no time,” said the other.

So Lou Lou Belle, the smallest Mac Quyver,

Braided a rope out of duct-tape fiber.

Black Bart and Lou Lou Belle pulled with all 

their might,

And brought Timmy up to his parent’s delight.

As the Mac Quyvers and Mac Quivers stood 

there side by side,

They began to wonder if their rift was really 

wide.

So, some Wise Women decided to take a look

In the Avenue History Book.

They said, “You see it is all quite simple,

Black Bart and Lou Lou Belle have the same 

dimple!”

Everyone took a moment to take the news in,

Black Bart and Lou Lou Belle have the same 

chin!

The whole Avenue cheered with joyful reverie,

Black Bart and Lou Lou Belle shared the same 

family tree.

Whether Timmy or Lou Lou Belle or even Black 

Bart,

How we choose to see others is really an art.

poeTRy CoRneR: FRom oUR LoCAL BARD oF The Ave

Prostitution 

was more in line 

with the disgraceful 

practice of keep-

ing a filthy pig pen, 

which amounted to 

a fine of $5.”

“
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Sometimes one line says it all. Say it here for only $35. Contact Bettyann at ads@ratcreek.org

for the neighbourhoods of Alberta Avenue, Delton, Eastwood, Elmwood Park, Parkdale-Cromdale, Spruce Avenue and Westwood

Listings for free events and programs as well as volunteer opportunities. email your listings to info@ratcreek.org.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

evenTs

FAmiLy DAy AT DeLTon

Indoor and outdoor activities including 
sleigh ride. Warm refreshments. Sunday, 
February 17th from 12pm to 3pm at 
12325 88 Street.

FAmiLy DAy AT ALBeRTA AvenUe

Join us for lots of outdoor winter fun, 
around the fire hotdog roast and live 
entertainment, puppet shows and 
workshops. Monday, February 18th 
from 11am to 4pm at 9210 118 Avenue. 
Thanks to CRUD for organizing!

Cops AT The CARRoT

Join Edmonton Police members on 
Tuesday, February 5th from 10am to 
11:30am at The Carrot Cafe (9351 
118 Ave). Bring your questions and 
comments or just stop in and say hi. 
Can’t make it? You can always call 
your Community Liaison Constable 
Christopher Lucas at 780.421.2602.

The CARRoT sTAge

Thursdays: Zoomers open mic for folks 
55+ 1:30-4pm. $1.25 minimum charge.
Fridays: Live music. For line up go to 
www.thecarrot.ca. $5 at the door.
Saturdays: Open mic 7:30-9:30pm. 
Great time to share your newest tune, 
poem or comedy act! Free for all ages. 
$1.25 minimum charge, (9351 118 Ave). 
More info: call Irene at 780.471.1580.

noTiCes

ReCyCLe yoUR CompUTeR iTems

The Electronic Recycling Association 
will refurbish used computers and IT 
equipment and donate to non-profit 
organizations. For info www.era.ca for 
more info. 

geT CReATive in BACK ALLeys

Arts On The Ave is looking for creative 
ideas to liven up our 118 Avenue 
business back alleys! For info contact: 
aota.backalleyproject@gmail.com

ARTs on The Ave CeLeBRATes 

BLACK hisToRy monTh

February is Black History Month 
and we are looking for ideas and 
suggestions. If you have a fantastic idea 
for programming or other ways that 
we could highlight Black History Month 
on the Ave, please email Heather at 
carrotassist@gmail.com

pRogRAms/CLAsses

BooKs FoR ToDDLeRs

Every Tuesday from 10-11:30am starting 
from January 15th 2013 and ending on 
March 19th 2013. Stories, crafts, and 
snack provided. Open to the community 
and free of cost. Located at Norwood 
Child and Family Resource Centre, please 
call 780.471.3737 to register.

BooKs FoR pResChooLeRs

Every Friday from 10-11:30am starting 
from January 18th 2013 and ending on 
March 22nd 2013. Stories, crafts, and 
snack provided. Open to the community 
and free of cost. Located at Norwood 
Child and Family Resource Centre, please 
call 780.471.3737 to register.

CoLLeCTive KiTChen

Participants pay $3 per portion of food 
made up to a maximum of 5 portions.  
The $3 cost is matched by Dickensfield 
Amity House. Portion sizes are generous. 
Running once a month out of One World 
…One Centre (12050 95A St)  on the 
third Monday of the month.  For more 
info call Melanie 780.246.1742.

gUiTAR Lessons

Free group guitar lessons every Saturday 
from 10am to 11am at Parkdale 
Cromdale Community Hall (11335 85 St) 
for members. The teacher is directly a 
part of the community and loves to share 
his knowledge. 

sing, sing, LAUgh AnD LeARn

For children up to age three accompanied 
by a grown-up. Parents will learn 
strategies to engage their children and 
enhance their communication and 
development. Tuesdays from 10:30-
11:15am at Sprucewood Library (11555 
95 St). More info: 780.496.7099.   

ABoRiginAL FAmiLy sToRyTime

Join us as we share songs, stories 
and rhymes inspired by the Aboriginal 
culture. Friday, February 22nd at 1pm at 
Sprucewood Library (11555 95 St). 
More info: 780.496.7099.  

CReATive pRose AnD wRiTing gRoUp

Tuesdays from 7-9pm at The Carrot. 
More info: Vivian at vzenari@gmail.com

neeDLe FeLTing

Materials supplied and tools will be on 
hand for those who don’t have their own. 
The Second Saturday of the month at 

1:30pm at The Carrot (9351 118 Ave). 
More info: info@artsontheave.org or call 
780.471.1580. 

FRee engLish ConveRsATion CLAsses

Practice your English conversation skills 
every Saturday morning, 10:00am to 
11:30am at Bethel Gospel Chapel, corner 
95 St and 115 Ave. Classes are free, and 
childcare is provided.

esL gRoUp

New students are always welcome 
so drop-in or recommend a friend! 
Wednesdays from 9:30-11am at the 
Parkdale Cromdale Community Hall 
(11335 85 St). More info 780.887.6825.

soCiAL ACTiviTies

pARenT/ChiLD pLAy gRoUp

Every Saturday from 10am-12pm 
starting January 12th for children under 
5 and their parents at Norwood Child and 
Family Resource Centre (9516 114 Ave). 
More info: Ashley at 780.471.3737. 

FAmiLy sToRyTime

Share stories, songs and games for 
the whole family. Saturdays from 2:30-
3:00pm at Sprucewood Library (11555 
95 St). More info: 780.496.7099. 

Tween LoUnge

Join other teens in the program room to 
play video games, make a DIY project, 
meet friends or just hang out. For ages 
7-13. Thursdays at 3:30pm starting 
January 10th at Sprucewood Library 
(11555 95 St). More info: 780.496.7099. 

Teen gAming

Come to the library to play some great 
games! Hone your Guitar Hero or Dance 

Dance Revolution skills, or choose 
from plenty of other Wii and PlayStation 
games. Thursdays from 6:30-8:30pm 
at Sprucewood Library (11555 95 St). 
More info: 780.496.7099.

women’s AFTeRnoon oUT gRoUp

For women to gather, socialize and bring 
their project to work on, whatever they 
are.  Opportunities for starting new 
craft projects will be given occasionally 
as well as the opportunity to get out to 
a festival or some sort of event in the 
summer.  Drop-in fee is $1 per visit to go 
toward supplies and outings.  For more 
info, call Michelle at 780.232.5822 or 
email at heartsalive@hotmail.com

CommUniTy meALs

Breakfast: 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 8am-10am; Supper: 3rd Friday 
at 5pm; Women’s fellowship supper: 
2nd Thursday at 6pm; Drop-in Centre 
Thursdays 10am-2pm at the Anglican 
Churches of St. Faith’s and St. Stephen 
the Martyr (11725 93 St). More info: 
780.477.5931. 

pARKDALe-CRomDALe senioRs gRoUp

Seniors bingo takes place every Monday 
from 10am-2pm at the hall (11335 85 
St). Coffee and snack provided.

senioRs LUnCh

Wednesdays from 11:30am-12:45pm at  
Crystal Kids Youth Centre (8715 118 Ave).

BABes in ARms

A casual parent group Fridays, 10am-
12pm at The Carrot (9351 118 Ave).

Li’L spRoUTs pLAygRoUp

Come by the Parkdale Cromdale 
Community Hall (11335 85 St) with your 
little ones Fridays, 10am-12pm.  For 
more info. call Chantal at 780.669.3272.

spoRTs/ReC

soCCeR RegisTRATion

McCauley Community League Soccer 
Program Registration on February 27th 
and March 6th from 6-8pm at the
Boys & Girls Club (9425 109A Ave). 
Fees and more info available at: www.
mccauley.info/soccer.html

FRee spoRTs eQUipmenT

All kinds of sport equipment to kids 
in need, including Hockey, Skates, 
Bicycles, Soccer, Softball, Rollerblades, 
Racquettes, Snow Sliders and more. 
More info at 780.477.1166 or www.
sportscentral.org. Also accept donations 
of gently used sports gear.

ALBeRTA AvenUe RinK hoURs

Weekdays 4pm-8pm; Saturdays 1pm-
6pm; Sundays 2pm-6pm. We have a rink 
attendant! The warming area, bathrooms 
and concession are open. Free hot 
chocolate for skaters.

spRUCe AvenUe RinK hoURs

Mondays 4-6pm family skate, 7-9pm 
family skate and kids’s shinny hockey; 
Tuesdays 7-9pm men’s shinny hockey, 
Wednesdays Closed; Thurdays 7-9pm 
men’s shinny hockey, Fridays 4-6pm 

family skate, 7-9pm family skate and 
kids’s shinny hockey; Saturdays 12-5pm 
Learn-to-Skate; 7-9pm family skate and 
kids’s shinny hockey; Sundays 1:30-
4pm family skate. Free skating with a 
community league membership. Men’s 
shinny hockey $5/player with a minimum 
of 5 players. CCA approved helmets must 
be worn by all skaters.

FRee sKATing

At all community league outdoor rinks 
with your league memberships. Contact 
your local league. Info at www.efcl.org.

FRee CommUniTy ACCess AT 

CommonweALTh ReC CenTRe

Enjoy the fitness centre at Common-
wealth for free on Saturdays from 
5pm-7pm with your community league 
membership. NOTE: The pool is closed 
from February 4th to March 4th. Check 
with your league for alternative.

FRee Qigong CLAss

YiXue Lotus practice (Lotus Qigong) for a 
calm, stable heart and overall well-being.   
Weekly class,  No Fee. More info: call 
Astrid at 780.477.0683.

voLUnTeeR

siLveR sKATe FesTivAL

Hawrelak Park February 15th to 24th. 
Volunteers needed. Fill in online 
application at silverskatefestival.org.

Deep FReeZe Loves oUR 

voLUnTeeRs!

Deep Freeze: A Byzantine Winter Festival 
would like to thank all of our amazing 
volunteers. Thanks for being part of our 
great team! We couldn’t do it without you.

heLp AT noRwooD CenTRe

Become a volunteer at Norwood Child 
and Family Resource Centre (9516 114 
Ave) and gain experience for employment 
or education, meet new people, learn 
new skills, have fun and give back to 
your community. Click the volunteer tab 
at norwoodcentre.com to view position 
descriptions or phone 780.471.3737.

hAng AT A gALLeRy

Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts is 
looking for individuals willing to share 2-4 
hours a week as gallery attendants. Gain 
experience working in a gallery setting 
while supporting your neighborhood arts 
scene! volunteer@ninahaggertyart.ca

 
AVeNUe ViNeyArD CHUrCH

A friendly, informal, non-judgmental and 
safe place to grow spiritually. Traditional 
Christian values in a non-traditional way.

8718-118 Avenue (Crystal Kids building)
www.avenuevineyard.com
Sundays at 10:30 am 

BeTHeL GoSPeL CHAPeL

A Bible-based, multi-ethnic fellowship.
11461-95 Street       780-477-3341

Sunday Meetings:
9:30 am - Lord’s Supper
11:00 am - Family Bible Hour 
Saturdays - Free English Conversation 
Café for immigrants 

CAriSMA CHUrCH

Our vision is to EMBRACE a relationship 
with Jesus and share it with others. Come 
and experience a multicultural worship 
service in an informal, friendly environment.

8401-114 Avenue       780-477-1235          
www.carismachurch.org

Sundays at 10:00am
Kids Ministries for ages 2 to12yrs.
Come as you are.  All welcome!

ST. ALPHoNSUS CATHoLiC CHUrCH

11828-85th Street    780-474-5434

Service Times:
7:30 am - Mass, Tuesday to Friday
4:00 pm - Mass, Saturday  
     Vigil of Sunday
11:00 am - Mass, Sunday 
     Main Celebration
4:00 pm - Mass, Sunday, 
     Eritrean Catholic Community

St. Vincent de Paul Food Help Hotline:
780-471-5577

ST. JoHN’S eVANGeLiCAL 
LUTHerAN CHUrCH

Please join us for our diverse services.   
We offer regular Sunday worship services in 
German and English languages.

10759-96 Street    (Corner of 108 Ave)
780-422-0059   www.stjohnsluth.ca

Service Times: 
9:30 am - German Service 
11:00 am - English Service
11:00 am - Sunday School for Children 

Holy Communion: Every first Sunday of 
the month in the German Service 
Holy Communion: Every third Sunday 
of the month in the English Service

Advertise your church here for only $120/year.  Contact info@ratcreek.org

ANGLiCAN CHUrCHeS oF ST. FAiTH’S 
AND ST. STePHeN THe MArTyr

St. Stephen uses the Book of Common 
Prayer in the rich worship style of Anglo-
Catholicism.  St. Faith worships according 
to the Book of Alternative Services and has 
a more contemporary service in language 
and form.  Two Traditions – One Faith.

St. Faith’s: 780-477-5931    
St. Stephen: 780-422-3240
11725-93 Street

Sunday Services:
8:30 am - Low Mass (St. Stephen)
9:00 am - Morning Prayer (St. Stephen)
9:30 am - High Mass (St. Stephen)
11:00 am - Morning Worship (St. Faith’s)
7:00 pm - Evensong (St. Stephen)

CHriSTiAN LiFe CeNTer

Our Vision is to be a growing community of 
believers who are woven together by the love 
of God for support, fellowship and prayer.

10123 Princess Eliz.  Avenue
780-471-2250          www.clifec.ca

Service Times: 
9:40 am - Pre-service Prayer
10:30 am - Worship Service
10:45 am - Kzamm Kids
Child care provided for ages 0 to 12 yrs.

PIGGY BANK
LIQUIDATORS

100’s of
New Arrivals

Valentines
Specials

up to 75% off entire store products
SAVE BIG ON LIQUIDATION ITEMS!

Birthday Cards

Tools / Hardware

Clothing / Cosmetics

Groceries

Convenience Items

Stationary

Cleaning

Household Items

Bed + Bath

Seasonal

Tabacco Products

Toys / Games

780.477.1413         9340 -118 Avenue

www.piggybankliquidators.com

Mon thru Sat:  11am-7pm Sun:  noon-5pm
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For information call Judy at 780-496-1913 

Light 
Upthe community

Thanks to everyone who lit up their home this holiday  
season and helped to brighten the community!

Congratulations to: 

BEST LIGHTS! 124 Ave and 90 st

avenue initiative revitalization

COMMUNITY 

conversation
Looking to the future of the  

revitalization of our communities.

Wednesday February 13th  10 am - 12 pm   

Sprucewood Library  11555 - 95 St.

Tuesday February 19th  7 - 9 pm  

Alberta Avenue Community Centre 9210 - 118th Ave.

Wednesday February 27th  7 - 9 pm   

Parkdale Community Hall 11335 - 85 St.

MOST ARTISTIC! 115 Ave and 95A st

We would like to invite you to join in a  
conversation on the revitalization of the area and 
talk about where we go from here. It is time to 
look back and see what is working and what still 
needs do be done. It is time to update our plans 
as we continue to revitalize the communities  
surrounding 118 Ave. 
 
For more information visit avenueinitiative.ca. Please RSVP 
judy.allan@edmonton.ca or call Darlene at 780-442-5316.

If you want a job that’s exciting, rewarding, and entertaining, all 

at the same time... that’s what awaits when you join the show 

at Northlands. Be part of the team behind the best events in 

entertainment, business, agriculture and horse racing. Come 

share your enthusiasm and commitment to excellent customer 

service. Be an ambassador for one of the greatest facilities in 

the world, known for its outstanding spirit and volunteerism.

Here’s just some of the great northlands job perks:

• Excitingandfunplacetowork 
• Flexibleshifts 
• On-the-jobtraining 
• Generousbenefits 
• Payincreaseincentives 
• Opportunitiesforadvancement 
• Gainvaluableexperience 
• Year-roundemploymentavailable 
• Staffincentiveandrecognitionprograms

BE PART OF 
THE SHOW

We have a variety of job options available. Please visit northlands.com for more details.

LighTing Up The winTeR BLUes
There may be many events that get the blood flowing hotly at the annual Deep Freeze celebrations, but the 

ice-sculptures never fail to warm the heart. For a brief time each year, these sculpture light up our nights with 

beauty and elegance. As the lights go down (and the melting begins), the community says farewell to another 

installment of the Deep Freeze Festival.

AnoTheR winTeR FesTivAL To enjoy
if the winter blues still have you down, many local artists will be taking their skills and ice carving tools to the 

silver skate Festival at hawrelak park on February 15-18th. now in its 23rd year, it is edmonton’s longest-

running winter festival. Between trips around the frozen pond on skates, visitors will have a chance to watch 

and marvel at the ice carving (coordinated by local sculptor Richie valthus), and enjoy the winter activities 

that incorporate art, culture, recreation and sport.R
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